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One of the questions that I am often asked when prospective families visit our campus is how 
our faith is taught in our school. In response, I share that while we do schedule the subject area 
Religion class each morning, more importantly than the structured class time is how the 
elements of our faith is infused throughout our school. One example of this is our focus on Pope 
Francis’ announced Year of Mercy. Throughout the past seven months, our students have 
become keenly aware that as Christians we are called to be the “Face of Mercy” to others. And as 
a means to help our students identify and promote these qualities of Mercy, each month we 
designate a grade level to lead our school in an assigned parable. This month our 3rd grade 
students used the Parable of the Rich Fool (Luke 12:16-21) as a means to share the message of 
this story to the rest of our community. In this scripture passage, the farmer foolish decides to 
build a bigger barn to hoard the abundance of his crops rather than share his bountiful harvest 
with others.  Our third graders used this Gospel passage to create artistic images of “opening our 
barns to others” as a means to actively live out the qualities of Mercy as followers to Christ. The 
students revealed these projects to our school and offered an oratorical presentation on how 
they have opened their barns to others. The following list represents their shared stories: 

 
Rose Freda: I created a card for my G.G. and prayed that she comes home from the hospital. 

Daniel Aguirre-Gomez: My mother and I invited a man who always sits alone at Denny’s to eat 
with us.  

Krue Shelton: I finished cleaning early so that I could help my brother and sister clean their 
room. 

Maya Braxton: I helped my neighbors pick up sticks in their yard that were then used for their 
fireplace. 

Mason Green: I picked up my brother’s things around the house so that he could relax on his 
birthday. 

Darcy Manes: When my friends are in a disagreement, I calm them down and help them work it 
out. 

Saoirse Hansen: I give people a hug when they feel bad. 
Nick Kadera: I put my younger brother to bed when my parents are tired. 

Kayleigh Simpson: I helped my aftercare teacher reorganize and clean-up all of the toys.  
Cypress Hansen: I played with my brother and helped him build with his Lego’s when he 

wanted someone to play with him. 
Colton Thomas: My father was tired after tiling our bathroom so I cleaned up all of his tools and 

put them away. 
Peter Swierskoz: I helped my Mom vacuum and dust the upstairs of our house. 

Gianna DePietro: I folded our family’s clean clothes so that my mother wouldn’t have to do it. 
 

 The identity of our Catholic faith proudly lives within the hearts of our young Penguins who call 
our ‘charming little schoolhouse on Camden Avenue’ their home away from home.   
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